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Life and Times of Nelson Mandela – an Exhibition presented by the South African Embassy at the Käfigturm in Berne to mark Nelson Mandela’s 90th birthday.
16 October 2008 to 31 January 2009

Background

With this exhibition, the South African Embassy in Switzerland wants to express its appreciation for the contribution that Nelson Mandela, together with his compatriots and like-minded people all over the world, has made in bringing about a democratic dispensation, through years of protracted struggle against racial oppression and social injustice in South Africa.

Through Nelson Mandela’s dedication to universal peace and justice, he has given the peoples in South Africa and the world a profound meaning of the pursuit of humane and caring societies that pay no attention to race, colour or creed.

He has particularly taught the South African people the meaning of selflessness, volunteerism and patriotism. For South Africans and for all the peoples around the world, he has become the symbol of the triumph of the human spirit over the most adverse of circumstances. Similarly, his vision,  his leadership and commitment to humanitarian causes have been a great source of encouragement for South Africans and the world at large. 

The Exhibition 

With the aim to commemorate Nelson Mandela’s 90th birthday, the South African Embassy is presenting, in conjunction with the Political Forum of the Swiss Confederation and the Nelson Mandela Foundation, a multi-media exhibition about his life and times. 

The exhibition, which previously has been shown at the Palais des Nations in Geneva, traces Nelson Mandela’s life from the untroubled years of his youth in the Transkei to his bitter struggle against the Apartheid regime and his 27 years in prison. It reveals how Mandela, despite great personal hardship, never lost sight of his ideal of equal rights for all, and how, after his release, he paved the way for South Africa’s first free and democratic elections. 
Finally, it presents how, as President, he initiated a process of national reconciliation between the black and white populations.

The message of the exhibition is that faith, hope and charity are qualities attainable by humanity as a whole. Through his willingness to walk the road of sacrifice, Nelson Mandela has reaffirmed the potential of  humankind to move towards a new age.  

The exhibition is accompanied by a number of side events including lectures by academics, highlighting the various aspects and historical milestones in Nelson Mandela’s South Africa.

For programme details and dates, please refer to the Käfigturm Exhibition Flyer or website www.kaefigturm.admin.ch. 

The Concept

The exhibition concept gives the narrator’s voice to Mandela himself; the majority of the text is quoted from Nelson Mandela’s autobiography “Long Walk To Freedom“. It takes nine chapters of his life – childhood, young adulthood, legal career, the struggle against apartheid, imprisonment, release and presidency - condensed in 9 exhibition elements including a replica of his prison cell on Robben Island. 

Each element consists of film sequences, interviews and/or slides; it also incorporates historical photographs, documents, comic drawings, objects and garments that symbolize this particular chapter of Nelson Mandela’s life.

While some aspects of Nelson Mandela’s life are familiar to many and others are not, the elements are designed to convey the familiar and the unfamiliar at the same time. 

Therefore the objective of the exhibition is also to trace Nelson Mandela’s life in a way that illustrates the interlacing of aspects of the different chapters: individually and jointly they seek to convey the growth of this man.
The Vernissage
The exhibition will be opened on 15 October 2008 at 18h30 in presence of the South African Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Mr M. van Schalkwyk.
The Nelson Mandela exhibition has been realized by Simon Haller,  Expoforum Gmbh, Bern and produced by the South African Embassy in Bern in conjunction with the Political Forum of the Swiss Confederation and the Nelson Mandela Foundation, Johannesburg.
The lectures accompanying the exhibition have been realized with the support of  Professor Patrick Harries, University of Basel and the Basler Afrika Bibliographien.

For further enquiries, please call:

+41 31 350 1313

In English: Mr Solly Tshivhula, Counselor, South African Embassy Berne

In German and French: Mr Alex Hofacker, South African Embassy Berne

Berne, 30th September 2008
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